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ROTC student explores Washington D.C.’s landmarks and city life

JuSTiNE STENE / The Prospector

Recently, The Prospector’s Photo Editor, Justin Stene, traveled to Washington
D.C. with the uTEP Army ROTC observing the Army Ten-Miler race. While he was there,
he explored historical landmarks and city life.
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Lola Productions brings the Mystical Arts of tibet to UtEP
By oscAr GArzA
The Prospector

Special to The Prospector

Lola Productions will begin a series of music events at UTEP on Nov. 11.

The first annual Signature Series, a
collaboration between Lola Productions and UTEP, will bring a collection of events dedicated to dance,
jazz and ballet, among others, to the
Magoffin Auditorium starting Nov. 11
through April 2013.
The series will begin with a presentation of The Mystical Arts of Tibet
“Sacred Music Sacred Dance” on Nov.
11 featuring the Tibetan Monks from
the Drepung Loseling Monastery.
“We had hoped to one day package
our programs as an annual series,”
said Juanita Vasquez, from Lola Productions. “This year we worked hard
to book the events early, giving us the
opportunity to build a roster of very
different artists for one venue through
the collaboration Lola has with UTEP
and the special events office.”
Vasquez said she hopes the event
can become a staple of the performing arts in El Paso that offers quality
entertainment to the city and the surrounding regions.
“I think that we always strive to
bring acts that create beautiful art
forms, but at the same time inform
the human spirit,” Vasquez said. “The
idea is for us to come together in celebration of that beauty which unites
us as a community.”
One of the most expected shows
is The Monks of Tibet, who have
performed with artists ranging from
Philip Glass to the Grateful Dead’s
Mickey Hart. Their music has also

been featured in the Brad Pitt drama
“Seven Years in Tibet.”
Other shows presented by Lola
Productions include the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band’s “Creole Christmas”
on Dec. 22, “Meow Meow,” a cabaretstyle show on Feb. 9 and an up-andcoming “2Cellos” band.
According to Vasquez, the presentations from the Signature Series are intended as the first in what will become
an annual tradition that UTEP and
Lola Productions will bring to campus.
Paulina Fuentes, sophomore organizational and corporate communication major, said that the wide variety
of shows are interesting and helpful to
the UTEP community.
“I like that UTEP is bringing these
types of events that are very creative
and can be enjoyed for all ages, I think
anybody can learn something from
all of these shows,” Fuentes said. “If
they decorate the Magoffin (accordingly) with the theme of each show,
it’ll be a perfect place.”
Fuentes said she thinks that the
shows will provide for a diverse group
of audiences.
“I think the Tibet one, personally, is
the most interesting to me because it’s
about a different culture that is miles
away from us,” Fuentes said.
Jessica Casillas, senior organizational and corporate communication
major, said she is interested to see
and experience “Les Ballet Trockadero de Monte Carlo,” a parodystyle ballet performed by professional male dancers.

“As students, one can definitely
learn a lot from these shows, you can
learn about tolerance towards other
cultures and art education, which I
think could benefit El Paso,” Casillas said. “These presentations for the
students are great, however I do think
that for the rest of the public the Magoffin might be too small.”
Alejandra Sandoval, junior industrial engineering major, who has had
a passion for dance since she was a
kid, said these shows are educational
and offer the opportunity to learn
about different cultures.
“The presentation on the Tibetan
Monks or the ‘2Cellos’ performance
would be the ones that I would like
to see,” Sandoval said. “But I would
love that maybe they could bring
something leaning more towards the
younger crowd, maybe something a
little more modern. But I really think
they should do this annually.”
Vasquez said she hopes that students will take a risk and experience
something unforgettable.
“The artists in the series will open
your mind to new worlds with entertainment of the highest artistic caliber.”
For tickets on the Signature Series,
call 747-5234.
oscar Garza may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

concert

Pearl Jam’s Eddie Vedder to visit El Paso
By ANdrEA AcostA
The Prospector
Pearl Jam frontman, Eddie Vedder, will perform at the Plaza Theatre
on Nov. 7 to promote his latest solo
release, “Ukulele Songs.” His appearance in El Paso will mark the fifth
stop out of 22 during his postponed
solo tour, which opened Oct. 31 in
Houston.
Vedder’s previous sold out show at
the Plaza Theatre on April 17 was cancelled due to health complications.
Vedder suffered damage in his right
arm—resulting in a back injury— and
postponed his spring solo tour.
Randy Iglesias, junior pre-pharmacy major, said that the rescheduling
of the show demonstrates how much
Vedder cares about his fans.
“I appreciate when artists reschedule shows, therefore it’s wonderful
that Eddie Vedder decided to come

back to El Paso, not disappointing his
fans,” Iglesias said. “Sometimes issues
can come up last minute preventing
them to continue with concerts but
I love it when artists make an effort
to come back and make up for a lost
show.”
Iglesias said he has been familiarized with Vedder’s music since the age
of 6, mostly from his contribution in
Pearl Jam.
“His melodic singing mixed with
grunge really made for some great
music,” Iglesias said. “I still remember
hearing them as a kid.”
Oscar Moreno, senior creative writing major, was 12 years old when
he first heard Eddie Vedder singing
“Behind Blue Eyes,” in a The Who
concert.
“My dad always played Pearl Jam
in his car which is why I got familiar
with his music,” Moreno said. “He has
a great voice, having a lot (of) range,

meaning that he can write some very
simple songs where it’s just him and
his guitar and in other instances he
writes more complex songs involving
more rhythms.”
Although approximately 50 tickets
are still available for purchase, ranging from $75-$85, Carol McNeal, director of sales and marketing for the
Plaza Theatre, said she is expecting to
have a sellout concert.
“I do believe Eddie Vedder will have
a full house,” Moreno said. “There is
a large majority of students that have
been talking about this event since
the moment they knew Eddie Vedder
would be coming to El Paso.”
“Ukulele Songs” was nominated for
a Grammy for best folk album and
will be a focus of the show, which will
be opened by special guest, Academy

see VEddEr on page 10
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Eddie Vedder will make a stop in El Paso on Nov. 7 at the Plaza Theatre.
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An online world of fantasy and gamers
By LEoNARdo MoNTAñEz
The Prospector
The series of online videogames,
known as MMOs or MMORPGs
(massive multiplayer online roleplaying games), have created a virtual
world for people all around the globe
to connect to a fantasy world and
disconnect from reality. With their
rising popularity many became subscription-based, while others remain
free. Here are some of the titles that
have been on the top lists of online
gaming.
“MapleStory” — A MMORPG
published by Nexon that serves as a
2-D platform online videogame with
chibi anime and cartoon graphics,
MapleStory was initially released
in South Korea in 2003 and in 2005
in North America. The game is a
free-to-play MMO with one of the
biggest MMO communities, reaching 70 million users. It features a
high-fantasy world with a large map
to explore, a variety of classes to
choose from with an advanced job
system, a large list of quests, exclusive premium items and equipment,
and character customization.
Some of the jobs in the game are
warriors, which use melee weapons,
magicians, bowmen, thieves with daggers and ninja stars and pirates, which
use guns and knuckles as weapons. At
first glance the jobs don’t seem very
varied, but as the game progresses,
more options become available and
the class system expands, which may
be seen as a flaw. The class system gets

so big that it is easy for novice players to mess up their skill point tree on
their first attempt.
“Fly for Fun” — A free-to-play
MMORPG published by Gala La,
FlyFF is a 3-D fantasy MMO with
animated graphics. The game was
released in 2004 and it now hosts 13
countries with a community of over
7 million users. Its main attraction is
the flying method of transportation
over the colorful fantasy world. It
features a large map with several dungeons, boss fights, exclusive premium
items and equipment, a free-for-all
player vs. player arena, fixed duel systems and a variety of customization
on weapons, equipment and pets.
The characters start as vagrants
until they reach level 15, then they
get to decide the job they will be
taking. The game features four main
classes (jobs)— mercenary, who uses
a sword/axe and shield, assist, who
wields a knuckle and shield or stick
for buffs, magician, whose main
weapons are staves and wands, and
acrobats who specialize in bows and/
or yo-yos. After the player reaches
level 60, they are entitled to a second
job. Each class has two options to
choose from. They each get to pick a
specialization for one of the weapons
they were given, except for mercenaries, they choose between dual blade
or two-handed weapons.
However, the game has its flaws. It
is a grinding-based game where you
must kill to gain experience points
and there is not much to do but to

level up, making it a long MMO with
a lot of content.
“S4 League” — This free-to-play
futuristic environment game published by Ala Playa serves as a 3-D
third-person shooter, and was released in North America in 2008.
What makes this MMO shooter different from others is its parkour or
“free-run” gameplay combined with
futuristic guns, gadgets, and bizarre
melee weapons such as bats, giant knuckles called counter swords,
plasma swords and twin-blades. S4
League has a large variety of character
customization options and futuristic
techno music.
The game has different match
modes, including Deathmatch, a
two-team battle, Touchdown, a team
game that resembles football and
Chaser, a game in which a player selected randomly as the “chaser,” becomes overpowered and then tries to
defeat all the other players while they
are trying to bring him down. There
is also Captain match mode, where
everyone splits into two teams and a
player is designated as the team captain. The objective then is to hunt the
captain of the opposing team. There
are also the traditional modes such
as Arcade mode, where the player
and his team are placed in a storyline
facing their enemies. There is also
Siege mode, in which players must
maintain a zone under their color
to get to a certain score, and Battle
Royal, a free-for-all battle,
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UTEP goes international with annual food fair

KaRiNa ROdRiguEz / The Prospector

The Annual International Food Fair took place Nov. 5 at the union Breeze Way. Food from countries such as Bangladash,
Peru, France, italy, Mexico, Spain and China, among others, was sold to the uTEP community.

